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The licensing and accreditation systems of educational activities, specialties and educational
programs in Ukraine have undergone significant changes since the adoption of the Law of Ukraine
"On Higher Education™ in 2014.

The first legal act in Ukraine regulating the accreditation of public and private higher education
institutions was the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine of June 1992. The licensing
of educational activity by the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine became mandatory
since February 1996.

Until 2014, higher education institutions were considered recognized if they had (Table 1):

v License for conducting educational activities in the field of higher education at a certain
level of higher education by specialties (issued by the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine)

v' Certificate of accreditation of a higher education institution at a certain level (1, I1, 11l or 1V)
(issued by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine based on the decision of the
State Accreditation Commission, or the Accreditation Commission of Ukraine since 2012).

v’ Certificate of accreditation of every field/specialty (issued by the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine based on the decision of the State Accreditation Commission, or the
Accreditation Commission of Ukraine since 2012).

Since 2014, after the adoption of the Law of Ukraine "On Higher Education”, a new system of
quality assurance in higher education has been introduced, which includes internal and external
systems, and is implemented by the National Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education
that was founded as an independent institution for quality assurance in higher education. The
National Agency began functioning in 2019.
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The current licensing and accreditation structure in Ukraine includes the following (Table 1):
v' Licensing of educational activities
Licensing of educational activities of higher education institutions is mandatory.

Licensing is done by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine and issued with no
expiration date.

Before 2021, licensing of each specialty of a certain level of higher education in higher education
institutions was mandatory.

Since 2021, licensing of educational activities of higher education institutions at a certain level of
higher education has being introduced. Additionally licensing of educational programs is mandatory
for programs that lead to professional qualifications in professions for which additional regulation is
required (Table 2).

Licensing of higher education institutions of foreign countries or their separate branches/campuses
that operate on the territory of Ukraine is also mandatory.

v Accreditation of educational programs

Accreditation of educational programs in Ukraine is mandatory. Accreditation certificates were
issued by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (based on the decision of the
Accreditation Commission), and since 2019 by the National Agency for Quality Assurance in
Higher Education.

Accreditation of educational programs in Ukraine can also be confirmed by an accreditation
certificate issued by a recognized independent or foreign accreditation agency for quality assurance
in higher education (Table 3).

Higher education institutions develop educational programs within licensed specialties or (after
2021) at a certain licensed level of higher education in accordance with the Higher Education
Standards approved by the Ministry of Education and Science. Within one specialty at one level of
higher education it could be two or more accredited educational programs. The number of such
educational programs and their names are determined by higher education institutions. Educational
programs within a certain specialty provide for the assignment of various professional qualifications
in accordance with the specialization and learning outcomes (competencies) which should be
mastered by students of the relevant educational program.

The Higher Education Standards describe the requirements for higher education programs at a
certain higher education level and specialty, and are used to assess the quality of higher education
system. The Higher Education Standards are approved by the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine, and developed in accordance with the National Qualifications™ Framework. The standards
define the following requirements for educational programs: the ECTS credit load; admission
requirements; list of mandatory competencies of graduates; normative program content in terms of
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learning outcomes; forms of final attestation/examination; requirements for the creation of
educational programs and the requirements of professional standards (if applicable).

For the first time, educational programs are accredited by the National Agency for Quality
Assurance in Higher Education for a period of five years, and the subsequent accreditations are
done for 10 year periods.

The higher education institutions have the right to issue diplomas of the established template for the
accredited educational programs.

v Accreditation of higher education institutions by levels (I-1V) was cancelled

For information: Accreditation levels™ description (accreditation of higher education institutions
by levels was applicable before 2014):

« higher education institutions of I (first) accreditation level offer Junior Specialist programs.
These institutions may also provide complete general secondary education

« higher education institutions of Il (second) accreditation level offer Junior Specialist and/or
Bachelor programs. These institutions may also provide complete general secondary
education

« higher education institutions of 111 (third) accreditation level offer Bachelor, Specialist, and,
in specific qualifications, Master degree programs

o higher education institutions of IV (fourth) accreditation level offer Bachelor, Specialist,
and Master degree programs.

v The Law "On Higher Education” from 2017 provides the possibility of institutional
accreditation for higher education institutions.

Institutional accreditation is not mandatory and is carried out by the National Agency for Quality
Assurance in Higher Education. The institutional accreditation certificate is issued for a 5 year
period and gives right to higher education institutions to self-accredit educational programs, except
for those programs that should be accredited for the first time. For the first time the accreditation of
educational programs should be carried out by the National Agency for Quality Assurance of
Higher Education. As of 2021, the self-accreditation mechanism is under development and
implementation.

Information on licensing and accreditation is added to the Unified State Electronic Database on
Education: https://info.edbo.gov.ua/ and is available in the «Peectp cy0’ekTiB OCBITHBOI
nisutbHOCTI» (Registry of educational activity entities).
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Table 1: Changes in the Quality Assurance of Higher Education System in Ukraine

accreditation authority

Science of Ukraine and
Accreditation Commission of
Ukraine (functioned as State

Before September 2014 After September 2014
Competent licensing | Ministry of Education and | Ministry of Education and Science
authority Science of Ukraine of Ukraine
Competent Ministry of Education and | Ministry of Education and Science

of Ukraine and Accreditation
Commission of Ukraine — before
20109.

Accreditation Commission | _. .
before 2012) Since 20%9 — the Natlontall Ag.ency
for Quality Assurance in Higher
Education and other accreditation
agencies recognized in Ukraine.
License for | Mandatory for all higher | License for educational activity is
educational activity education institutions, every | mandatory.
field/specialty Before 2021, licensing of each

specialty of a certain level of higher
education in  higher education
institutions had been mandatory.
Since 2021, licensing of educational
activities of  higher education
institutions at a certain level of
higher ~ education has  being
introduced.

Additionally licensing of
educational programs is mandatory
only for programs that lead to
professional qualifications in
professions for which additional
regulation is required (Table 2).

Licensing time

Before the launch of educational

activity

educational programs

programs is mandatory.

Accreditation of | Accreditation of higher | Not applicable

higher education | education institutions was done

institutions by levels (I-1V)

Institutional Not applicable Institutional accreditation is

accreditation optional, and gives right to higher
education institutions to self-accredit
their educational programs, except
for those programs that should be
accredited for the first time.

Accreditation of | Accreditation of all educational | Accreditation of all educational

programs is mandatory.

Accreditation time

Educational programs should be accredited before the first graduation
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Table 2: List of specialties leading to professional qualifications in professions for which
additional regulation is required

Field code |Field of knowledge Specialty code Specialty
08 Law 081 Law
14 Electrical Engineering 143 Atomic Energy
144 Heat Power
145 Hydropower
19 Architecture and 191 Architecture and Urban Planning
Construction
21 \eterinary Medicine 211 \eterinary Medicine
212 \eterinary hygiene, sanitary and
expertise
22 Healthcare 221 Dentistry
222 Medicine
223 Nursing
224 Technologies of Medical
Diagnostics and Treatment
225 Medical Psychology
226 Pharmacy, Industrial Pharmacy
227 Physical Therapy, Occupational
Therapy
228 Pediatrics
25 Military Sciences, 251 State Security
National Security, 252 State Border Security
State Border Security  [253 Military Administration (by type of
armed forces)
254 Army (forces) Support
255 \Weapons and Military Equipment
26 Civil Security 261 Fire Security
262 Law Enforcement Activities
263 Civil Security
27 Transport 271 River and Sea Transport
272 Aviation Transport
273 Railway Transport
275 Transport Technologies (by types)
29 International Relations 293 International Law
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Table 3: List of foreign accreditation and quality assurance in higher education agencies,
certificates of which are recognized in Ukraine

List of agencies in original language |List of agencies in Ukrainian language

1. Agency for Evaluation and Accreditation of ATEHTCTBO 3 OIIIHIOBAHHS Ta aKpPeIUTAIlil
Higher Education (Portugal) Buoi ocsity (ITopTyramnis)

2. Andalusian Agency of Knowledge, Department Amnmany3bpke areHTCTBO i3 3HaHb,
of Evaluation and Accreditation (Spain) JlemapTaMeHT OLIHIOBAaHHS Ta aKPEAUTAIIil

(Icrranis)

3. Swiss Agency of Accreditation and Quality [IIBeiiiapchKe areHTCTBO 3 aKpeAUTAIlil Ta
Assurance (Switzerland) 3abe3neueHHs sxocTi (LLBetiapis)

4.  Aragon Agency for Quality Assurance and AparoHceKe areHTCTBO i3 3a0e3MeYeHHs

Strategic Foresight in Higher Education (Spain) sikocti Ta cTpaTeri4yHoro mporHo3yBaHHs y
BHIiN ocBiTi (Icnanis)
5. Hungarian Accreditation Committee (Hungary) Yropceka komicist 3 akpeauTariii (YTopiiuHa)
6. The Quality Assurance Agency for the ATeHIIis 13 3a0€3MeUeHHs AKOCTI
University System in Castile and Leon (Spain)  yHiBepcureTchbkoi cuctemu B Kactuiii ta
Jlioni (Icmanist)
7. Agency for Quality Assurance in the Galician ~ ArenTcTBO i3 3a0€3I€UEHHS IKOCTI B

University System (Spain) yHiBepcuTeTChKii cuctemi ["amicii (Icranis)

8. Agence pour I'Evaluation de la Qualité de ATEHTCTBO 3 OLIIHKHU SIKOCTI BHII[OI OCBITH
I'Enseignement Supérieur (Belgium) (benbrist)

9.  Accreditation Agency in Health and Social AxpeauTaliiifHe areHTCTBO y ralry3sx
Sciences (Germany) OXOPOHH 3/I0pPOB’S Ta CYCHIIBHUX HayK

(Himeuunna)

10. The Danish Accreditation Institution (Denmark) Jlancekuii iHcTHTYT akpeauTaiii ([laHis)

11. Academic Information Centre (Latvia) Llentp akanemiunoi indopmarii (JlaTsist)

12. National Agency for the Quality Assessment  HarionaipHe areHTCTBO 3 OI[iHFOBaHHS
and Accreditation of Spain (Spain) SKOCTI Ta akpeauTaitii Icnanii (Icranis)

13.  Agency for Quality Assurance through ATEHTCTBO 13 3a0e3MeueHHs TKOCTI uepe3
Accreditation of Study Programmes (Germany) akpemuTaiiito HaBYaJIbHUX MPOrpam

(Himeuunna)

14. Agency for Quality Assurance and ABCTpiiChKe areHTCTBO 13 3a0e3MeUCHHS
Accreditation Austria (Austria) SKOCTI Ta akpeauTaiii (ABCTpis)

15. Catalan University Quality Assurance Agency ATreHTCTBO i3 3a0€31eUCHHS SIKOCTI
(Spain) Karanoncekoro yniBepcurety (Icmanis)

16. Romanian Agency for Quality Assurance in PymyHCBKe areHTCTBO 13 3a0e3TneueHHs
Higher Education (Romania) sIKOCTi BUIIO1 OCBITH (PymyHist)

17. Agency for Science and Higher Education ATEHTCTBO 3 HayKH Ta BUIIOI OCBITH
(Croatia) (Xopgaris)

18. Akkreditierungsagentur fiir Studiengénge der ~ AreHTCTBO 3 akpeMTAallii 3a POrpaMamH 3
Ingenieurwissenschaften, Informatik, IHXeHepii, iHhOpMaTHUKH, TIPUPOI03HABCTBA

Naturwissenschaften und Mathematik (ASIIN  ta maremaTtuku (HimeuunHa)
e.V.) (Germany)
19. British Accreditation Council for Independent bpuranchka akpeauTaliiiina pajga He3aaeKHOT
Further and Higher Education (United Oe3rnepepBHOI Ta BUIIOT OCBITH
Kingdom) (BenukoOpuranist)
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20.
21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Engineering Degree Commission (France)
European Association of Establishments for
Veterinary Education (Austria)

Estonian Quality Agency for Higher and
Vocational Education (Estonia)
Evaluationsagentur Baden-Wiirttemberg
(Germany)

Foundation for International Business
Administration Accreditation (Germany)
Finnish Education Evaluation Centre (Finland)

Fundacion para el Conocimiento (Spain)
High Council for Evaluation of Research and
Higher Education (France)

Institutional Evaluation Programme
(Switzerland)

Music Quality Enhancement (Belgium)

National Evaluation and Accreditation Agency
(Bulgaria)

Norwegian Agency for Quality Assurance in
Education (Norway)

Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands
and Flanders (Netherlands)

Polish Accreditation Committee (Poland)

Quality Assurance Agency for Higher
Education (United Kingdom)
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (Ireland)

Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher
Education (Lithuania)

Agency for Quality of the Basque University
System (Spain)

Quality Assurance Unit of the Flemish
University and University Colleges Council
(Belgium)

Central Evaluation and Accreditation Agency
(Germany)

Kowmicis imxenepHoi ocBitu (Dpanitis)
€Bporieiicbka acoIrriallis 3akaaiaiB
BETEpUHAPHOT OCBITH (ABCTpis)
EcToHCBKE areHTCTBO SKOCTI BUIIOT Ta
npodeciiinoi oceitu (EcTonis)
AreHTCTBO 3 OLIHIOBaHHS baneH-
Broprem6epra (Himeuunna)

dyHparis 3 akpeauTallii M>KHApOIHOTO
6i3Hec-aaMminicTpyBanns (Himequnna)
LlenTp omiHroBaHHs OcBiTH DIHISH/IIT
(DinstHMIISN)

®ony 3ans Manpimacy (Icnanis)

Buina paga 3 oliHIOBaHHS HAYKOBUX
JOCIIJKeHb Ta BUIOi ocBiTH (DpaHIIis)
ArenrctBo “IIporpama iHCTUTYLIHHOTO
omintoBanHs” (IIBewapis)

ATEHTCTBO 3 IMOKpAILEHHS SKOCTI MY3UKHU
(benbris)

HarionansHe areHTCTBO 3 OIIHIOBAHHS Ta
akpenuTanii (bonrapis)

HopBesbke areHTcTBO 13 3a0€3Me4YeHHs IKOCT1
B ocBiti (Hopseris)

Akpenuraniiina opranizamis Higepnanais ta
Onanapii (Hinepnanan)

[TonbCchbKuil akpeauTaLlifHUN KOMITET
(ITonp1a)

ATeHTCTBO 13 3a0€e31e4eHHs IKOCT1 BHIIO1
ocBiTH (BenukobpuTanis)

ATreHTCTBO 3 IKOCTI Ta kBamidikauii [paanmii
(Ipnanmis)

L{eHTp OIiHIOBAaHHS SIKOCT1 Y BUIIIIH OCBITI
(JIutBa)

AreHTCTBO 3 siKocTi backcbkoi
yHiBepcuterchkoi cuctemH (Icmanist)
Binain 13 3a0e3neueHus skocTi Pagu
(b1aMaHCHKOTO YHIBEPCUTETY 1
VHIBEPCUTETCHKUX Kosie/KiB (benbris)
LleHTpanpHE areHTCTBO 3 OIIHIOBAHHS 1
akpenuranii (Himeuunna)

Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency (Slovenia) CioBeHCbKe areHTCTBO i3 3a0e3MeYeHHs

sikocTi BUIOi ocBiTH (CloBeHis)



